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Bi fort, near Redruth, Coming. 6 


1. KERN N Son, Thmias Hitchens, was born 
I M M April 14th, 1723. He went to 
Ya ſchool till he was about ten years 
NA old. From ſchool he went to 
work at the Stamps, in dreſſi 
of tin ore, in which — ͤ— 
about ſix years. Afterwards he wrought in 
the tin - works under ground, till about a year 
before his death. Then he went to-dreſs tin- 
leavings for me, having five or ſix boys under 
him. At the ſame time he plow'd, ſow'd, 
mow'd, reap'd, and managed all my huſpan- 
dry; underſtanding every thing both as to the 
tin and the land, ſo that we had ſcaree one 55 
my nei wares like him. 
was from-a child of very ſober de 
a —. fweet behayiour;iand: remarkably duti- 
fubto his parents. But about: nineteen he be- 
gan to go to revellings and hurlings, and ſome- 
times to be merry with his Companions. Of 
this: I now and then told lin, but not ſharp- 


'Y ly;: for I counted both birti-and-his brother 


N good young men And was nat a little 
| proud 


a en 
proud, when people told me, I had two like- 
ly ſons, and as ſtout men as any in the Pariſh.” 1; 
thought it beſt therefore to let him have his 
liberty; efpecially as I then ſaw no great harm 9 
in theſe things, 3 a | 
3. But he had done with theſe, from the | 
hour he firſt heard the goſpe! of the grace of 4 
God. He then choſe to ſuffer affliction with the 
People of God, rather than to cuiq́ all the pleaſures 
of Sin, He had no fear, in the hotteſt of the 
perſecution, While the mob. were pulling 
down the houſe in which we uſed to meet, he 
ſtood at a ſmall diſtance, all the time, being 
nothing terrified ; and encouraged his brother 
and faid, God will deliver us: Only let us 
truſt in Him.“ Nor was he at all moved, 
when the ſhowers of ſtones obliged us to ſtop 
up all our windows with whole deals. One 
night we heard a great tumult and noiſe-as of 
much people and many cries. And it was 
told us, they were at the Houſe of one of our 
Brethren, who lived about à quarter of a mile 
off. Thamas did not take time to go the road 
way, (tho' it was exceeding dark;) but ran 
directly through the Grounds and over the 
hedges, till he came to the houſe. The Mob, 
hearing the ſound of feet, ran away, not one 


being left behind. 80 ſaid Thamas, the Scrip- 1.5 
ture is fulfilled, One of you fhatl che thou ſand. | 

As he came into the Houſe; the family too . 
were preparing to run out of it. But he ſoon g L 


eonvinced them, they had no cauſe to fear, 
and they mightily rejoiced to „ and praiſ- 
ed Gad who had delivered them out of the 


hands of unreaſonable and cruel men. All the | 
windows and doors were daſhed in pieces; but | 
10 | none | 


in ſome time reliey ed — both. 


65 9 


none a 0, the family hurt at all, notwithſtand- : 
ing the vaſt quantities of ones which had 
fallen on all ſides of them. One, verh large 
ſtone they found in the cradle, eloſe by a lit- 


tle child. But the child was not hurt. 80 


that in all things they ſaw the hand of God: 
was over them for G , dl. 

4. About eighteen months ago, while: his 
brother William and he were working in the 
pit with another man, the earth calved in up- 
on the man, who cried out for help, and To 
mas ran toward the place where he was. In 
running his light went out; but he, found) the 
man by his voice, tho' not till he was almoſt. 
covered in. Before he had cleared him, the 
earth calved in agaip, and be, Was very near 
covered in himſelf. And but that it ſtopt, 
they knew, not how, in one minute more they 
myſt both have periſhed together. Milliam 
hearing the noiſe, made up to the place, and 
Office this 
Thomas often made mention, peailiog God for 
his wonderful deliverance... _ 

5. Some Account. of the manner W 95 
found peace with. (Jod, (two or three months 
after his brother) I lately found-in his pocker- 
book, The ſubſtance of it was hien: 561 

FE. In reading, the: three firſt chapters of St. 

ohn, While I Was in much, trouble and heavi- 
neſs of Soul, the Lord gave me great comfort: 
Eſpecially from theſe, words, - 70.as mam ar be- 
lieue in bis name to them gate b power: to become 
the ſons of Ged. But ſoon after {was ſtript of 
all, and thought God bad Jeftupe,a hnal:Cafts. 
away. Nevgrtheleſs I went into my cloſer, . 
es wich a heavy. heart; ſaid, Lord, I praiſe 


11k . thee, 


(&) 
thee, that thou haſt not given me over unte 
death. But how ſhall I appear before thee ? 
While I ſpoke, the Lord anfwered, and ap- 
e theſe words, Jam thy isbn fe; which 
| the cords that; before — my SPerit 
down," | | | 
6. He often complaincd, T hat' when he 
found great joy, he was in the greateſt danger 
both of pride and lightneſs: And therefore 
ſaid, He had much rather, if it were the will 
of God, be always in a meurmng ſtate. He 
likewiſe found- great temptation to Pride when 
he was moſt bleſt in ſpeaking to the people. 
And this was the main reafon of his not ſtir- 
ring up the giſt of God which was in him. 
7. He frequently repeated thoſe words of 
81 Paul; Tt id pood for a man not to tonch a wo- 
man : And thoſe of Job, I have made a covenant 
with my eyes ; why then ſhould Fthink upon a maid 
He was very jealous over himſelf when-he was 
in company with thoſe of a different ſex © and 
if no man beſides himſelf was there, he gene- 
rally . the company as ſoon xs he could. 
the latter part of his life he was much 
rown' in Grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He ſometimes ſaw; as he 
_ Auges or pride in himſelf; but they had 
no power :/ neither had the love or ehr e of 
any creature; they were all in ſuhject ion un- 
der his feet: he was more and more dead to 
all earthly things, and filled with the fire of 
God's love. The work of God had a deeper 
100t in his heart, and he was more' ſettled and 
_ eftabliſhed in the grace of God. 
9. Atter his brother's death,” he declared Ks 
could not reſt theo? the carnefineſs of his _ 
S ire 


6 
ſtre to follow him. However, in the mean 
time he put in practice what Samuel fpoke of, 
namely meeting all the family once a- week. 
He reproved me and his mother in ſeveral 
things; hut we could not reprove him in any. 
F could not convince him or Samuel of Sin, for 
two years or more. en 

10. On Wedneſday, Sep. 10, In the evening 
he found himſelf out of order: He went to 
bed ſomething earlier than uſual, and ſoon ap- 
peared to be in a high fever. But his confi- 
dence in God was ſtill the fame, and all his 
words, both that night and the next day, con- 
vinced all who came near him, that the peace 
of God continually ruled in his kearr. 

11. On Thrur/day evening, between Nine 
and Ten, his fiſter fitting by him, he ſaid 
& Lord, ſhall I call, and wilt thou not anfwer 3 
No; it cannot he. Thou haſt promiſed, eve- 
ry one that aſks in faith fhall-receive,” Then 
he began praying for his Father and Mother; 
for his Brothers and Siſters, and in particular 
for her ney by him. O my God, mar- 
ry her to Thyſelf! Make her all glorious 
within. Give her an undivided heart,” He 
then prayed for himſelf, Now come, O 
God, and ſanctify me wholly. Preſs me clo- 
fer to thyfelf, Thou knoweft, this is all my 
deſire. Give me power to declare thy won- 
drous works before I go hence. O Death, 
where is thy ſling O Grave, where is thy vicky 5 

12. As Mary Bifovine came to the bedſide, 
he looked on her and ſaid, Now I am free. 
Now my heart is at liberty. I will praife my 
God as long as I have breath.“ After fpeak- 
ing muck to the ſame effect, he lay ſtill a forall 

— | time, 
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1 (G8: 
time, and then broke. out into exceeding loud, 
| veliement prayer, his voiceſheing quite altered 
and every. ſentence pronounced. with, uocom- 
mon empbaſis. He prayed. firſt fox all eſtates 
and conditions of menz that the Church of, 
Chriſt might. ſpread; over all, nations, that ten 
thoufand times ten thouſand, might be con-: 
verted to God, and, all tlie people of the earth 
praiſe him. Then! he praxed , for,all the, Mir; 
niſters. of the Golpel,.. from- the greateſt even 
tothe leaſt; eſpecially, for thoſe whom God- 
had lately. employed, to; feck.. and ſave thole, 
that were loſt in Corals... - Afterwards: he, 
prayed for Jubn Fm 5 that he might live 
to the glory of God, Who, had brought, hi m. 
back from the gates of death, and might be a 
means of ſaving. many. ſouls: from: the bitter. 
pains, of eternal death. He then prayed, for- 
the Society :O Lord, unite them as the 
1 of one man. CO) Lord xd give them eyes to 
e where inſoexer they. have departed. from 
Thee. O take. from them the ſpirit of uns 
thankfolneſs, god lufferthem not to bite or. 
devour one another. Heal thou their back- 
| lidings,, and ſpread. over them the Gage 
thy dle!“ _ 
8. Withq rayer chefs was, continual gry 
intermixt. Fal e he was bleſſing God 
for 20 h had gone; then praying) * Om 
finiſh thy work, and take me into thy, 
Tingdom. Is this the day, O my God, that I. 
ſhall; kits my brother in:paradile, *—@ Lord, 
che angel; rere en praiſed thee at, my 
onverkans;; Is this tliggday. chat L Poll prale 
ee With them e Ves, wy God „Lam now 


going 10.1912. chew, ug "Gag prajlee-t9(zbes fog 
Then 


Try 


„ 
Then he prayed with great earneſtneſs for - 
Mary Bifoine and his own ſiſter, (both of whom. 
he had in the beginning of the evening defired 
to ſtay with him till he was in eternity) that 
they might never grow weary or faint in their 
minds, that God would ſ down the Spirit 
of ſanctification into their hearts, and give 
them reſigned wills to bear whatever his Pro- 
vidence ſhould lay upon them: Adding, They 
ſhall run and not be weary. I know we ſhall, 
all meet together, and ſing praiſes unto him 
that ſitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb for 
ever and ever. e lac Fi 
He went on, O how good is God to me, 

that he hath given me a tongue to praiſe him; 
A little while, yet a little while, and I ſhall. 
praiſe him in heaven] O the goodneſs of God, 
that I a worm of the earth, | ſhall ſtand there 
upon Mount Sion, with the hundred forty and 
four thouſand, which have wnjhed their robes a 
made them white in the Blooid of the Lamb { Here. 
is a privilege ; here is a wonder: that I am 
made a Son of God! I am a Son of God, and 
a Joint-Heir with Chriſt, and I ſhall ſoon be 
where I ſhall behold him for ever; I, even I, 
who have been a backſlider from God]! But 
7 has healed my backſlidings and loved mo 
reely.”” — EO (is 3] 2h 1224 08 | 0 Ts 

| = Soon after, he ſaid, “ I love thee, O 
my God, Thou knoweſt that I love thee, he- 
cauſe Thou haſt firſt loved me. O what man- 
ner of love is this, that God ſhould ſtoop ta 
love me! And He is coming to carry me 
home. O! I ſce thouſands ten thoutands 
of angels | Do you not fee: them? O Bro- 
ther Trembath, do you not ſee what a (glorious 

TH place 


' 
orn. ; 
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place I am going to? I am going to join EY 
angels and archangels, and with all ide com. 
pany of Heaven. I am going to reign with 
God, among ten thouſands of his faints, and 
-ro-baſkii in the beams of his love for ever.”  ! 
Then looking on Mary, Biſtuine, he: fad 
4 Can't you ſee ſeſus Chriſt coming, with an 
innumerable eoinpany of angels, and the &O1-- 
den banner diſplayed ! They are coming to- 
carry me to the boſom of my 8 Open 
their eyes, O God, that they {ee tliein |: 
O what a good God have l fe. ved | I am fane- 
tified, ſoul, body, and ſpirit. Jam whiter- 
than ow. I am wafhed in the blood of iny 
Redeemer. Why, I am all God. My heart 
is full of God! O let them who hear me 
now, praiſe Thee for erer and ever.“ 
And yet I have been unfaithful to my 
God. For he gave me 4 gift, but I improved 
it not.“ + Fthought: I was hot worthy to ſtand: 
in the hi EY and: call finners to repen- 
tance, : 
this alſo, A 1 win Peach Thee now as long 
ag] have breath) 


a 
IVY 


,: © God, Thou haſt forgiven; me: | 


16. He ceaſed notthus * and palüng "| 


for un hour. His parents then eomiogl in, 


(early on Hiday morning) he ſaid, O my 
mother, N will not weep to ſee me going to 
ſich à loving God. 'My- father and mother 

will not be backſliderb. No; I know that 
God loves them, and that we ſhall all meet 
together in heaven, to praiſe. him to alt eter- 


nity.“ Then looking on tits brother, / about 


twelve years old, he ſaid, Stand off, for fear 
you catch the:diſtemperf : For IL. fear. you are 
not ia to die. You have Played away 
the 


1 
* 


F 
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and at the ſame time my ſpirit 


G 


te grace of God. o The harbeſt may come 
before you axe renwediu the 


of God, 


and then how will you appear? Cry 2 


to God. Strixelwnh all your might. C 


upon him, and God will bear!“ 


le then ſaid, , Right myſfeet, that I may. 
lie ſtraight, to reſign mychreatu. When 
am dead, do you ſing me all the way, ſing my 


body to the grave, lay me by my brother, 
all be joined 
to his, and to ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
of angels and ſpirits, finging praiſes to God 
and the Lamb for ever,” 1 

16. Having ſpoken till he had no breath 
left, he pauſed; and in a ſhort time began 
again ;—* Hear now the words of a dying 
man—a living wonder—a Chriftian triumph - 
ing over death! O what a God do the Chriſ- 
tians ſerve! What a God I have ſerved ! 
Praiſe him with me for ever. Behold the 
immenſe goodneſs of our God! O that all 
the world knew our God ! He has now made 
my heart free, that I may praife him, and I 
cannot ſtop while I have breath. Go, tell all 
the world of this. O brethren ! what a good 
God do we ſerve! Be not afraid to tell it 
abroad ! Go, ſhew it to all people, that they 
may come and ſerve him too,” | 
When he ſtopt ſpeaking, the oppreſſion on 
his breaſt returned. This he took notice of 
and ſaid, “ While J am praiſing God, my 
heart is free; but when I ceaſe, I feel this 
load again, But I may well bear this; for 
this is all the hell I ſhall have.” Then he 
broke out, | | 
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e to bliſe, 
Keep the Choi an Peftival !” 
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* He hath waſhed me, and Tam whiter. than 
ſnow. God is mige, and I am God's. I ſhall 
foon be with Bim Thus he continued, "till 
Ae could ſpeak n maro. 4 
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